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the facrednefs of the place, nor the clearnefs 
of his innocence were fufficient to protea 
him, he chearfully refigned himfelf to their 
power, and while they were conveying him 
along, gave them the following fable. 

< There was an old man, faidhe, who had 

* fpent his whole life in the country, without 
ever feeing the town ; but when grown weak 

‘ with age, was filled with curiofity, and de- 
4 fired to fee the place he had fo often heard 
‘ of before he died. His neighbours told 
‘ him that their afies were very well ac- 
‘ quainted with the way, and making them 
« ready, turned the old man and afies loofe, 

* without a guide, to try their fortune; but un- 

* happily the old man was overtaken upon 
4 the road by a terrible tempeft, and itgrovv- 
4 ing dark they lofi: their way, and tumbled 
4 with him into a pit, where he had only time 
4 to exclaim, miferable wretch that I am to be 
4 defiroyed hy the bafefi; of beafts, by afies. ~ 
4 That is now my fate, continued JEfop , in 
4 fuffering by the hands of a barbarous peo- 
4 pie, who have neither humanity nor honour, 
4 but a& in oppofition to all the ties of hof- 
« pitality and juftice, The Gods, however, 

^ 7 4 will 
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him headlong from the jock, .ri ““ 
defiled to pieces with the rail. .- , 

Soon ^er this the Ddfhians were vifited 
with famine and peftilence, when the print : - 
pal of the confpirators, reflecting on Jtfip s 
Jail words, and the greatnefs of their guilt, 
in a fit of defpair put an end to their lives. 

TEfcp, having no children to comfort him 
in his old age, and to enjoy his riches, adopt- 
ed a youth, named Ennus , for his fon ; but he 
turned out a wicked profligate fellow, and 
was fo abandoned, that he accufed. JEJop of 
treafon, in order to take away his life. JEfop 
however, forgave him, and fome time after 
received him into favour, and with his riches 
bequeathed him the following maxims for 
the conduct of his life. 

Worfliip God, my fon, faid he, with care, 
reverence, and fincerity of heart, void of 
all ofientation and hypocrify ; for know that 
he is true, omniprefent and almighty. 

Watch over your moll private thoughts and 
a&ions, for God fees through you ; and if 
you do evil, your confidence will bear wit- 
nefs againft you. C 2 Pru- 


